III. CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

1. (Currently Amended) An arrangement including: 

a variable optical attenuator — (500) including a 
polarisation rotation mediu m (504) , and 

an optical isolator (102) including an optical 

rotator (208) , 

eha-r-a<2-t-er-i»sed- in that -it- i«e -1-udes a polariser 

(506) interposed between said polarisation 

rotation medium (50 4 ) and said optical rotator 

whereby said polariser — f-5-0-6-)- is common to 
both said variable optical attenuator — (500) and 

said optical isolator (102) , said arrangement 

comprising an integrated variable optical 
attenuator and isolator assembly- 

2. (Currently Amended) The arrangement of claim 1, 

eh-ar-a-e-t-er-i-sed in that- it- in^elu^esf urther comprising an 

additional polariser (-£0-4-)- associated with said 

polarisation rotation medium (50 4 ) in said variable 

optical attenuator (500) , whereby said polarisation 

rotation medium (50 4 ) is sandwiched between said 

additional polariser and said polariser (-5^-6-)- 

common to said variable optical attenuator — (500) - and 
said optical isolator (102) - 

3. (Currently Amended) The arrangement of cither — e# 
claims — 1 — a**d — 2- claim 1 , characterised — if* — that wherein 
said optical rotator is a Faraday rotator (20 8 ) . 

4. (Currently Amended) The arrangement of claim 3, 
eharaeterised - -in - -that wh e rein said optical rotato r — (20 8 ) 
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has associated a magnet (-2-G-G-f with an opening for 

locating said Faraday rotator (208) . 

5. (Currently Amended) The arrangement of eith e r — e# 
claims 3 or 4 claim 3 , efoa-g a-efe erised -in -t ha t wh e r e i n said 
Faraday rotator — (208 ) is a garnet material. 

6. (Currently Amended) The arrangement of af*y — — t-he 
previous — claims claim 1 , characteris e d — i« — that wherein 

said polarisation rotation medium (504) includes a 

liquid crystal cell — (-34-6-}-. 

7. (Currently Amended) The arrangement of rtny — e£ — the 

prev-ireni-s- — e-ta-i-ms 1 -t-e £ claim 1 , eha-r aete-r -i-sed in 

•that wherein said polarisation rotation medium (50 4 ) 

includes a Faraday rotator material (406) and a 

solenoid — ( 4 10) for generating a magnetic field through 
said Faraday rotator material — ( 4 06) . 

8. (Currently Amended) A component for the arrangement 

o f any of claims — 1 — te — ^ claim 1 , eha-r-a-efeer-i-sed in t-ha-t- 

.i.^-.-.i-n-eiude-scomprising said polarisation rotation medium 

( 50 4 ) and said common polariser (506) connected in 

optical alignment. 

9. (Currently Amended) A component for the arrangement 
of any of claims — 1 — to 7 claim 1 , characterised i n that 

it inel-udescomprising said optical rotator — (20 8 ) having 

connected therewith an output polariser — (-2-3rOfe-)-. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method of assembling the 

arrangement of an-y o-f e-l-a-i-ms 1 to 7 -claim 1 , 

ehar-aete-ris-ed in that it includes the steps 
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providing a first component — R-G-0->- including said 
polarisation rotation medium — (50 4 ) and said common 
polariser — (506) connected in optical alignment, 

providing a second component — (702 ) including said 
optical rotator — (20 8 ) , and 

assembling said first (700) and second (702 ) 

components by causing said common polariser — (506) 
to be interposed between said polarisation 

rotation medium (-5-04-)- and said optical rotator 

(208) . 
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